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BRIEF TAKEAWAYS FROM DEUTERONOMY 1 

 
 

The opening verses of this chapter set the stage for the remainder of the book. Israel, the greatly-

blessed people of God, was called together east of the Jordan River to hear Moses’ message for 

them (1:1).  

Time element – In Israel’s history, this was near the end of their forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness. In fact, from this time it was only a little more than two months before they would 

enter the land of Canaan (1:3; Joshua 4:19). Another interesting truth is that it was only an eleven-

day journey from Horeb (Sinai) to Kadesh Barnea, which was near the border of Canaan (1:2). 

Reaching Canaan was a journey that could have lasted less than two weeks from Mt. Sinai, but it 

turned into over 38 years!  

Go and possess – When God told Israel to leave Sinai, He gave them a clear charge: “go in and 

possess the land which the LORD sware to your fathers” (1:8). What an exciting thought that 

was! That was Israel’s mission, and they must not lose sight of it, just as we must keep our focus 

on entering heaven.  

Faith and fearlessness – Through the wilderness and inside Canaan, these two items would be 

essential ingredients for Israel’s success. As Israel contemplated the task of entering and 

conquering Canaan, God’s message to them was, “do not fear or be discouraged” (1:21). Sadly, 

some were overcome with fear and “did not believe the LORD” (1:32). Such folks ultimately 

could not enter into the promised land due to unbelief (Hebrews 3:19).  

Israel’s rebellion against God – In this section, we see it in two aspects. First, God’s command 

was to go up and possess Canaan (1:8). Hear Moses’ accusation against Israel: “Nevertheless you 

would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God” (1:26). Second, on 

a later occasion God told Israel, “Do not go up nor fight” (1:42). So, what did Israel do? They 

“would not listen, but rebelled against the command of the LORD” (1:43). When God said “Go,” 

Israel said, “No.” When God said, “No,” Israel said, “We will go anyway.” It is formula for 

disaster when people “have a mind of their own.” Israel did.  

Ignorant kids – Listen to how God described Israel’s small kids: “Moreover your little ones and 

your children . . . who today have no knowledge of good and evil . . .” (1:39). Like those in the 

city of Nineveh who could not discern between their right and left hands (Jonah 4:11), without 

the capacity to have such knowledge, those kiddoes in Israel and elsewhere were innocent in 

God’s sight, not being capable of understanding right and wrong or breaking His law. The same 

is still true of all little ones today. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“Then Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from 

following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty 

things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing. For the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great 

name’s sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people. Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I 

should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way. Only fear the 

Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you. But if you still 

do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.”” 

1 Samuel 12: 20 - 25 

 

Attendance 11/06/17: AM – TBA; PM – TBA 

Contribution: $TBA 

 

If you are visiting with us today, we wish you a warm welcome and thank you for being with us to share in our 

worship to God. If you have any questions, or would like any further information, please ask one of our members or 

feel free to take any of the tracts and leaflets that are available. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TRAVELLING/SICK – Please keep in your prayers: 

• Continue to pray for Abigail Williams and her family in Adelaide. 

• For Sis Sharon Chan in Singapore. We thank God for the good news regarding her condition. 

• For Joshua Stokes in Hobart. His cancer has recurred, so please pray for him and his family. He is now in a 12-month ongoing 

period of chemotherapy (1 week of treatment, 3 weeks off). 

• Brett Rutherford in Tasmania. 

• Wally Crous from the Central North congregation in WA. Please pray for him as he recovers from a stroke. 

• Ray French, one of the elders from the congregation that oversees the support of Charlie and Mary. He has had further surgery 

to ease his back pain. 

• Greg Shea in Launceston. He is looking to raise funds to work full-time with the brethren at Launceston. 

• Please pray for Charlie and his eyes and the PMR he is being treated for. 

• Please pray that Robyn remains well enough to maintain full time community work. In recent years, several positions have 

been terminated due to health issues. 

• For Augustine as he continues to suffer with pain. Pray that the doctors can treat him successfully. 

• For Sis Kim Susetyo who is the wife of Bro Jacob Susetyo from Jakata, Indonesia. She was involved in an accident and is in 

hospital in a critical condition. 

• For Bro Ron Gilbert in the US. He is suffering from a rare condition that has caused him severe pain in his arms and legs. He 

is slowly recovering and undergoing rehab. He has for many years conducted regular mission trips to Asia and Africa. 

• Please pray for Adrian Ting’s (from Adelaide) parents. They are undergoing health checks after some previous concerns they 

have had. 

• For the Tang family who are away on holiday in Hong Kong. 

• For Charlie and Mary who will be travelling to Perth on Tuesday. They will be working with the brethren at Central North. 

• For Mary and that her new medication will assist her. 

 

BUILDING PLANS: 

The men are considering building works as we are blessed to be growing in number. Han has kindly drawn up a proposed plan to 

increase the seating capacity and have additional class room space. A proposed plan has been placed on the notice-board, please feel 

free to examine this and make any suggestions or comments about this. Any questions are also welcome as we seek to cater for our 

increasing numbers. 

MEN’S BUSINESS MEETING: 

The men will be having their monthly business meeting next Sunday after the evening service. All the men are invited. If there are any 

items you wish to have discussed, please let one of the men know prior to the meeting. 

PERSONAL BIBLE STUDIES: 

Please continue to remember and act on our goal for every member to be able to set up 1 personal bible study with someone they know 

this year. If needed, there are several members who are willing to conduct the actual study as required. Please also keep in your prayers 

those that are currently doing bible studies at this time. 

BIRTHDAYS UPCOMING EVENTS 

13/06: Carol H – Birthday. 25/06: Men’s Business Meeting, after pm service at building. 

14/06: Kaeley – Birthday. 01/07: Fellowship dinner, 5:30pm at the Chin’s home. 

14/06: Pak-Tjun – Birthday.  

15/06: Augustine – Birthday.  

20/06: Meredith – Birthday.  

24/06: Joe – Birthday.  

28/06: Lynette – Birthday.  

30/06: Raquel – Birthday.  


